
REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

March 23, 2004 
 
FROM:  G. DANIEL OJEDA, Director 
  Architecture & Engineering Department 
 
  DAVID H. SLAUGHTER, Director 
  Real Estate Services Department 
 
  THOMAS R. LAURIN, Director 
  Department of Economic and Community Development  
 
SUBJECT: MENTONE SENIOR CENTER/READING ROOM – APPROVE LEASE 

AGREEMENT, APPROVE PROJECT, INCREASE APPROPRIATIONS AND 
ISSUE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
1. Approve a fifty-year lease agreement with Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

(MWD) for 5.693 acres of land for the purpose of constructing a non-profit senior center/reading 
room in Mentone from January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2053 in the amount of $50. 

2. Approve addition of a new project to the 2003-04 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
3. Increase appropriations and revenues by $2,082,000 in the Capital Improvement Program as 

detailed in the Financial Impact section below (Four votes required). 
4. Authorize the Architecture & Engineering Department (A&E) to issue a Request for Proposals 

for architectural design and construction administration services for the Mentone Senior 
Center/Reading Room in Mentone. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  On January 28, 2003, the Board approved amendments to the 
2000-2005 Consolidated Plan and 2002-2003 Action Plan - CDBG Program Strategic Plan and 
Action Plan.  Under amendment 3J of the plan, the Board set aside funding for a new project to 
design and construct a 7,000 square foot senior citizens center (#213-28101) at the northwest 
corner of Mentone Boulevard and Opal Avenue in Mentone utilizing $1,000,000 of Third District 
CDBG funds.  In addition to $1,000,000 of Third District CDBG funds, $1,000,000 of Neighborhood 
Initiative Program Income funds generated within the Third District asset control areas and $82,000 
of library funds are being used to fully fund this $2,082,000 project. 
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Focus groups were held in the Mentone community in November and December 2002 to actively 
seek the community’s input regarding the development of a senior center/reading room.  The overall 
response was in favor of the new facility.  The Mentone community has a population of 7,803 and 
1,227 of these residents are over the age of fifty-five.  Currently there is no existing senior facility 
located within the area to serve the local community and meet the needs of the seniors.  The 7,000 
proposed square foot senior center would include multi-purpose space, a computer center, 
recreational area, a reading room, office space, warming kitchen, restrooms and storage space. 
 
Since the Mentone community currently does not have a senior center, this project will provide a 
facility to meet the needs of the seniors.  There is a need for a place for meetings, recreational 
activities, a computer literacy program, a quiet place to read, and the administration of special 
programs.  The latter would address senior concerns regarding health, nutrition, financial planning, 
and County services available for seniors.  Resources, programs and services offered at the 
existing County Mentone Branch Library would also be made available at the proposed senior 
center/reading room facility. 
 
To secure a site for the construction of this proposed project, a fifty-year lease was negotiated with 
MWD for a 5.693 acre parcel of land located at the northwest corner of Mentone Boulevard and 
Opal Avenue in Mentone.  Annual rent will be $1.00.  All costs of construction will be paid by the 
County.  The County will also be responsible for any costs to repair or replace any improvements 
constructed by the County, as a result of MWD’s repair, reconstruction or restoration of existing 
MWD facilities or the installation of future MWD facilities on the leased land.  The lease also 
requires that upon expiration of the term, all structures and improvements constructed by the 
County are to be removed by the County or, in the alternative, MWD may take ownership of the 
improvements or dispose of them at the County’s expense.  The terms of the lease are 
summarized as follows: 
 
 Lessor: The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
 
 Location: Northwest corner of Mentone Boulevard and Opal Avenue in Mentone 
 
 Size: 5.693 acres 
 
 Term: Fifty (50) years commencing January 1, 2004 
 
 Options: None 
 
 Annual 
 Rent: $1.00 
 
 Improvement Costs: Provided by County 
 
 Use: For construction of a non-profit senior center/reading room, park and 

multi-use trail and for other community purposes 
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 Termination: The lease may be terminated by MWD with five-years written notice 

or by the COUNTY with 60-days written notice.  If the County does not 
commence with the intended use of the property within three years of 
the commencement date, MWD may terminate this lease with 60-
days written notice. 

 
The Department of Economic and Community Development (ECD) has released $150,000 of the 
$1,000,000 CDBG funds for the design of the facility.   
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY OTHERS:  This item has been coordinated with Department 
Contract Compliance Designee (Eli Montoya, 387-8904) on February 25, 2004; approved as to legal 
form by County Counsel (Rex Hinesley, Chief Deputy County Counsel, 387-5480) on February 26; 
2004; and reviewed by ECD (Doug Payne, Deputy Director) on March 9, 2004; the Library (Ed 
Kieczykowski, Director, 387-5721) on March 15, 2004; and the County Administrative Office (Lynn 
Chacon, 387-5426; Daniel R. Kopp, 387-3828; Pat Cole, 387-5346; and Tom Forster, 387-4635; 
Administrative Analysts) on March 15, 2004. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The cost of the fifty-year lease is $50.00 ($1.00 per year) and is included in 
the total project costs estimated at $2,082,000, of which the funding sources are as follows: 
$1,000,000 of Third District CDBG funds; $1,000,000 of Neighborhood Initiative Program Income 
funds; and $82,000 from the Library Operating Budget.  Staff will present the final plans and 
specifications for approval before advertising for construction bids. 
 
The current budget is comprised of construction, $1,477,000 contingency, $147,000; and 
design/project management/inspection and utility connection fees, $458,000. 
 
Increase appropriations by $2,082,000 in the CIP (CJV-CIP-4560-4030) 
Increase revenues by $2,082,000 in the CIP (CJV-CIP-4560-9975) 
 
COST REDUCTION REVIEW:  The County Administrative Office has reviewed this agenda item, 
concurs with the departments’ proposal, and recommends this action based on the need for a 
senior center/reading room to meet the social, educational, and recreational needs of senior 
citizens in the community of Mentone. 
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):  Third. 
 
PRESENTER: G. Daniel Ojeda, Director, A&E, 387-5025 
 David H. Slaughter, Director, RESD, 387-7813 
 Thomas R. Laurin, Director, ECD, 388-0808 
 
SM:  387-5303 js:  387-5025 
SH:  387-7814  mf:  387-7825 
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